
Lexical Notebooks 

Promoting authentic language acquisition in 
multilingual contexts 



LEXICAL NOTEBOOKS 

 If you want to forget something, put it in a list 

  

 With this sentence from the Lexical Approach, 
Michael Lewis emphasized the absurdity of 
teaching lexis in a decontextualized way 
through putting words and phrases in lists.  
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VOCABULARY BOOKS 
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WHAT KIND OF LISTS? 

 It depends on the nature of the ”list” if a 
word can be remembered and made 
available for the learners’ communicative 
needs or not.  
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LIST 

 “…a series of names or other items 
written or printed together in a 
meaningful grouping or sequence so as to 
constitute a record” 
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Traditional vocabulary 
lists often lack both, the 
connection and the 
meaningful grouping.  
 
 

….many learners 
have been part of 
this established 

cycle of vocabulary 
acquisition: copying 
lists of words into 

vocabulary 
notebooks like this 



LIST 

 “…a series of names or other items 
written or printed together in a 
meaningful grouping or sequence so as to 
constitute a record” 
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TALK TO SOMEBODY 

 How did you compile your vocabulary 
lists? 
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RESEARCH 
 ... vocabulary acquisition appears to be 
individually experienced and picked up. K 

 …key aspects of lexical priming, dynamic 
models of language learning, and 
variation theory, emphasize that 
understanding and remembering 
language concepts is 

 - highly complex 
- dynamic 
- experienced individually 
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 … personalized journal to collect and 
categorize words and phrases catering to 
the learners’ readiness and immediate 
communicative needs 
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WHY? 
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NOTE-
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CONTAINER 
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phrases 
words 

chunks 
polywords 

semi-
fixed 

fixed 



CONTAINER 
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CONTAINER 

 mind-maps or graphic organizers 

 picture dictionaries to scaffold through 
illustration 

 dialogue frames for more sequenced 
designs 

 meaningful lists of grammar words to 
”pimp” texts  
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THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR 
ATTENTION!  Hoey, Michael (2005) Lexical Priming. 

New York: Routledge 

 Herdina, Philip & Jessner, Ulrike (2002) 
A Dynamic Model of Multilingualism. 
Clevedon: Multilingual Matters Ltd 

 Hulstijn, Jan H. (2001) Intentional and 
incidental second language vocabulary 
learning: a repraisal of elaboration, 
rehersal and automaticity. In: ROBINSON, 
Peter (Ed.) (2001): Cognition and 
Second Language Instruction.- 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 
2.edition, pp. 258-268 

 Lewis, Michael (1993) The Lexical 
Approach. Boston: Heinle & Thomson 

 Marton, Ference (2015) Necessary 
Conditions of Language Learning. New 
York: Routledge 

  
 

claudia.mewald@ph-noe.ac.t 

sabine.wallner@ph-noe.ac.at 

www.palm-edu.eu 
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